THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
quarrel within the clerical body and continued as a piece of
religious enthusiasm, growing into a heresy, and was more vaguely
connected with the general protest against clerical wealth. The
chief name in this ill co-ordinated but general movement was that
of Wycliffe.
This man, who may have been born a little before the Black
Death, got mixed up with a dispute as to the headship of a small
Oxford foundation, which he claimed and lost on an appeal to
Rome, a few years before the beginning of Richard IPs reign.
He was a man of learning, with a considerable following, which
took up, as he did, a violent criticism of the mendicant orders,
the Franciscans, and voiced the general ill-ease of the time in
furthering the ideas which had been set down most fully by
Fitzralph, an Archbishop of Armagh* But Fitzralph, whom
they now copied, had only taken up ideas already current on the
Continent, notably in the universities. It was an old heretical
theory that the right to property should be made dependent
upon a state of grace in the donor of it, and this was mixed up
with another idea, less bizarre but equally heretical, that the
powers of the clergy were inoperative unless they were exercised
by a priest or bishop himself in a state of grace. The movement
was not one against the clerical body as a whole, and its admitted
spiritual position, privileges, and special powers; it was rather
a quarrel within the clerical body itself, favouring the secular
clergy against the mendicant orders, and flattering the revolu-
tionary spirit of the time in its attack on the wealthier classes:
notably on the large revenues of the official Church—the in-
comes of convents, monasteries, and sees. The movement to
which Wycliffe's name has been attached began to be organized;
its popular side was marked by the setting up of a number of
itinerant preachers who were called the "Poor Priests," and a
translation of the Scriptures into the vernacular was made by
WyclifFe and his followers, with the object of supporting their
doctrines and in rivalry to the existing popular translation—or
rather translations; for the translations of the Bible into the
vernacular took the form of separate books, though there seems
to have been already a compilation of the whole into one book in
the new English tongue. It seems certain that the full and com-
plete Wycliffite translation has disappeared under the very
searching orders for seeking out copies and destroying them.
For what now passes as 'Wycliffe's Bible* is to be found in the
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